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1. The Bansk4 Stiavnica settings.

BANSKA STIAVNICA MOUNTAINS:
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Faculty of Natural Science, Matej Bel University, Banska Bystrica, stanislavjelen@umb.sk

hat was once an important mining region in Europe, today re-

mains a legendary geological and historic attraction for many peo-

ple. Banska Stiavnica certainly holds something special for every-
one. For most tourists and casual collectors Bansk4 Stiavnica is an attractive tourist
destination with a monastery and a historic town center surrounded by relatively
anonymous mountains. However, these surrounding mountains, natural vistas and
underground systems of which some are still rich in minerals, offer much more than
what one can find in a general guide book. Admittedly the vast majority of these
secret spots and localities remain inaccessible to the general public but like else-
where in the world but there is always room for some additional exploration. Of
course many would disagree. There are dubious local laws which officially prohibit
mineral collecting and there are obvious safety and legal issues regarding mine
exploration. The aim of this article is to provide a brief overview of the famous
Banskd Stiavnica region and to suggest that despite many obstacles and challenges,
the region is still capable of producing fine mineral specimens.

Regional Overview

The Bansk4 Stiavnica Mountains are the inner part of the Western Carpathians,
located in the south-central portion of Slovakia. They stretch about 30 km from the
Hron River to the west to the neighboring Javorie in the east and almost 40 km from
the Hron River near Ziar nad Hronom to the south of Pukanec. The highest peak
in the region is Sitno (1009 m). The Bansk4 Stiavnica town center is about 170 km
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ROBERT SIELECKI, Crystal Universe Pty. Ltd
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Pueblo Gem & Mineral Show

28th January to 11th February, 2015
Room# 170

International Fine Mineral Building
Arizona Riverpark Inn Hotel
Tuecson, Arizona, USA

Tucson Gem & Mineral Show

12th to 15th February, 2015

Booth# 517 - 519

Main Exhibit Hall
Tucson Convention Center
Tucson, Arizona, USA

Our other Shows in USA

Kansas City. Missouri
6th, 7th & 8th March, 2015

Houston. Texas
24th, 25th & 26th April, 2015

Denver. Colorado
18th, 19th & 20th September, 2015

Jacksonville (Little Rock). Arkansas
3rd & 4th October, 2015

Detroit. Michigan
9th, 10th & 11th October, 2015

Humble (Houston). Texas
Fall 2015
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Your Direct Source for a
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100% Natural Fine & Rare
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Pakistan, Afghm & Beyond,

+1-214-208-1113
+1-214-205-6298

rocksaholics @ vahoo . com
www . rocksaholics . com

4020 N. MacArthur Blvd, Suite# 122-254
Irving. Texas 75038 USA
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Origin: Khash, Badakhshan Province, Afghanistan
H:1440cm - W:1080cm - B: 8.14cm

From the Collection of
Don Lum

Photo /Design by: Arif Jan
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A dealer in Fine Mineral Specimens

Weinrich Minerals, Inc.

PO Box 425, Grover,

MO 63040 USA

+1 (314) 341-1811
dan@weinrichmineralsinc.com
diana@weinrichmineralsinc.com

www.weinrichmineralsinc.com : L
Amethyst. Amatitlan, Mexico. 10.3 cm. Photo: Joe Budd.



STRAIGHT FROM THE SOURCE
AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN

BROOKITE
Tataghar M, Raskoh Mts, Kharan,
Pakistan

ANATAS
Chad M, Raskoh Mts, Kharan,
Pakistan

AXINITE

Tormiq Valley, Haramosh Mts,
Skardu, Pakistan

Mustafa Ghulam www.fineartminerals.com
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Silver Copper. Kearsarge Lode.
Mohawk Mine. Michigan. 46mm.
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Subscribe Today! Spectacular color photographs appear
Personal (print & online)
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WE ARE CASH BUYERS FOR SINGLE SPECIMENS AND ENTIRE COLLECTIONS!




Cail ws al minetal shows.

TUCSON, AZ, USA | WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA, USA | DENVER, CO, USA | MUNICH, GERMANY | TOKYO, JAPAN

Laguna Beach, California, USA ¢ tel: +1 949 494 5155
info@kristalle.com ® www.kristalle.com



BRYAN LEES, PRESIDENT

Sales Inquires: Steve Behling, steve@collectorsedge.com
P.O. Box 1169, Golden, Colorado 80402 U.S.A.
Tel: 303-278-9724 « Fax: 303-278-9763

-
MINERALS INC. SINCE 1984
www.collectorsedge.com

Fluorite. 10.3 cm. Nagar, Pakistan. Photo: Thomas Spann.
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On line since 199¢
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WE BUY SINGLE SPECIMENS
& WHOLE COLLECTIONS

Find us at all major mineral shows world wide:

Tucson - Arizona, USA_:' Houston - Texas, USA ¢ Ste Marie aux Mines - France
Denver Gem & Mineral Show - Colorado, USA ¢ The Munich Show - Munich, Germany

r St al Contact: [an & Diana

Somerset, England

ASSICS UK +44.1935.862673

FINE MINERALS LIMITED orders@crystalclassics.co.uk
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Exceptional Museum Quality
Gem Crystals
Mineral Specimens
Rare Cut Stones

H. OBODDA

Post Office Box 8454,
Warwick, RI1 02888, USA
Telephone: +1-973-493-5394

“Visit with us at the westward Look “Fine Mineral
Show in Tucson (owr only show)

E-mail: minefals@obodda.com
www.obodda.com

Tourmaling, 55 cm. Minas Gerais, Brazil, Photo: © Michael Leybov

CARLOS VASCONCELOS & PAULO DE VASCONCELOS Mining

Cutting
Carving
Exporters of Coloured Gemstones
Rough and Polished
Specimens for Collections

ésponcelos

¥ Rua Afonso Pena, 3053 | Governador Valadares
Minas Gerais | Brazil | 35010-001
vasconpedras(@uol.com.br (55-33) 3271-7117
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