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Sherlova Gora has been famous for almost three centuries as a source of excellent of beryl and topaz specimens
as well as aquamarine and heliodor of gem quality. During the last century Sherlova Gora became known in
our country as a complex ore deposit exploited for tin, tungsten, bismuth, lead, and zinc. Today industrial

exploitation of this locality is no longer conducted. Nevertheless, findings of interesting mineralogical specimens are still
continuing. Almost two hundred mineral species has been discovered within the Sherlova Gora locality and, according
to the work of the several last decades, no less than half of these minerals occur in the oxidizing zone of sulfide-contain-
ing ore bodies. Several minerals from this list are very rare, and can rarely be found elsewhere. This issue consists of two
mutually large articles written by specialists who have made significant contributions to the knowledge of Sherlova Gora`s
mineralogy. Both articles contain a significant amount of original data.

The first article is by Georgiy A. Yurgenson and Oleg V. Kononov – well-known Russian mineralogists and geologists.
They have investigated for a long period of time the localities gemstones and ore mineralization. This article is dedicated
first to the hypogene formations of the Sherlova Gora locality, and our attention is focused on the mineral associations
with gemstones. The most interesting and important minerals reviewed in this article are: beryl, topaz, quartz, fluorite,
tourmaline, cassiterite, wolframite, and arsenopyrite. A complicated history of the investigation and exploitation of these
Transbaikal localities is also thoroughly presented by these authors in this article as well as rather detailed data on the
geology of the Sherlova Gora deposit. The ore bodies with gemstones and tin-polymetal mineralization are also com-
pletely characterized, and it is shown that the Sherlova Gora locality is still very promising, not only as a source of min-
eral specimens, but also gem varieties of beryl, topaz and smoky quarts.

The second article is dedicated to the mineralogy of the Sherlova Gora locality oxidized zone. The authors, Anatoly V.
Kasatkin, Konstantin I. Klopotov, Jakub Plášill, have been systematically and very thoroughly investigating (using up-to-
date mineralogical methods) the supergeneminerals of the Sherlova Gora locality during the several last years. They stud-
ied specimens they personally collected as well as older mineralogical samples in museums. They also gathered and ana-
lyzed all of the appropriate scientific literature, and they provided the most complete and modern list of Sherlova Gora’s
minerals. The wonderful treasures and diversity of secondary mineralization of this locality are shown in the article, first
of all the arsenate (in particular they characterized world-class discoveries of mixite group minerals) and sulphate min-
eralization. After their analysis of these minerals one can understand that the Sherlova Gora locality should be put on the
list of the top ten Russian mineral localities due to the mineralogy of the oxidized zones of chalkogene sulfide-contain-
ing ore bodies. The complicated history of the investigation and exploitation of this Transbaikal locality is also reflected
in the article, but it is shorter than the article written by G.A. Yurgenson and O.V. Kononov. Our editorial hope is that pub-
lishing both historical reviews is useful because they organically add to each other, and they simultaneously give more full
knowledge in this respect than if alone due to the different points of view and historical material presented. We hope that
these two articles will be interesting to the readers and allow them to know more about this famous Sherlova Gora, one
of the oldest and most classic mineral localities of Russia..

To illustrate this issue, we used mostly photographs of specimens taken in museums and private collections.

We express our gratitude to the directors and curators of those museums, and to collectors for their kind permission to
use their photos:

Fersman Mineralogical Museum RAS, Moscow –
Victor K. Garanin (Director), Mikhail E. Generalov (Senior Curator);

Vernadsky State Geological Museum RAS, Moscow –
Irina G. Malakhova (Head the Department of the History of Geology), and Nina A.. Khomizuri (Senior Specialist);
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Ershov Geological Museum of Moscow State Mining University, Moscow – Tat’yana V. Dubrovskaya (Museum Leader);

St.-Petersburg State Mining University –
Vladimir S. Litvinenko (Rector), Elena E. Popova (Director of the Mining Museum),
Elena S. Svirina (Head of the Mineralogical Department of the Mining Museum);

St-Petersburg State University –
Andrey A. Antonov (Head of the Department of Mineralogy), Galina F. Anastasenko (Curator of the Mineralogical
Museum), Galina V. Barkhudarova (Manager of the Mineralogical Museum);

Chernyshev Central Scientific Research Geological Survey Museum (TsNIGR Museum), VSEGEI, St-Petersburg –
Alexey R. Sokolov (Director), Leonid R. Kolbantsev (Curator);

Stukenberg Geological Museum of Kazan’ Federal University, Kazan’ –
V.V. Silant’ev (Director) and Rimma D. Petrova (Curator);

Vienna Natural History Museum (Vienna, Austria) – Vera M. F. Hammer (Head of the Mineral Collection);

Freiberg Mining Academy (TU Bergakademie, Freiberg, Germany) –
Andreas Massanek (Curator of the Mineralogical Collection);

Mineralogical Museum of Humbolt University (Berlin, Germany) – Ralf T. Schmitt (Curator);

Senckenberg Natural History Collection (Dresden, Germany) – Klaus Thalheim (Curator);

Mineralogical Museum at the University of Bonn (Germany) –
Renate Schumacher (Head of the mineral collection) and Anne Zacke (Curator);

Sweden Museum of Natural History (Stockholm, Sweden) – Jörgen Langhof (Curator);

Museum of Evolution, Uppsala University (Uppsala, Sweden) – Johan Kjellman (Curator);

Natural History Museum (London, United Kingdom) –
Alan Hart (Collections Leader, Department of Mineralogy) and Mike Rumsey (Collections Manager);

American Museum of Natural History (New York, USA) – George E. Harlow (Curator, Department of Earth and Planetary
Sciences) and Jamie Newman (Senior Scientific Assistant, Minerals and Gems);

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (Los Angeles, USA) –
Eloïse Gaillou, (Curator) and Alyssa R. Morgan (Manager);

Collectors:Mikhail Yu. Anosov, Oleg S. Bartenev, Dmitrii V. Davydov, Jesse Fisher and Joan Kureczka, Anatolii V. Kasatkin,
A.A. Kuznetsov, Oleg Lopatkin, Igor V. Pekov, Victor V. Ponomarenko, Gail and Jim Spann, Georgiy A. Yurgenson.

We are most grateful to Dr. John S. White and Dr. Tony Nikischer for great help with editing the English.

Our thanks to Michael Leybov (Russia), Boris Z. Kantor (Russia), Jesse Fisher (USA), Jeff Scovil (USA), Tom Spann (USA),
D.V. Petrukhin (Russia), and A.B. Suvorov (Russia) for kind permission to use their photos.

Our special thanks are extended to Terry and Marie Huizing, Gregory and Irina Abramov, Dr. John S. White, Herb and
Monika Obodda, Bryan Lees (Collector’s Edge, USA), Dona and Wayne Leicht (Kristalle, USA), Jesse Fisher and Joan
Kureczka (UK Mining Ventures, USA), Robert Sielecki (Crystal Universe Pty Ltd & Ausrox, Australia), Stephanie and
Robert Snyder (Stonetrust, USA), Dan and Diana Weinrich (Weinrich Minerals, Inc., USA), Jordi Fabre (Fabre Minerals,
Spain), Tony Nikischer (Excalibur, USA), Edward Rosenzweig (Edwards Minerals, USA), Brian Kosnar (Mineral Classics,
USA), Nicholas and Dylan Stolowitz (Green Mountains Minerals, USA), Ian Bruce and Diana Schlegel (Crystal Classics,
UK), Wolfgang and Karin Wendel (Wendel Minerals, Germany), Cal & Kerith Graeber (Cal Graeber Fine Minerals, USA),
Stuart Wilensky (Wilensky Fine Minerals, USA), Carlos Vasconcelos and Paulo De Vasconcelos (Vasconcelos, Brazil),
Gunnar Färber (Färber Minerals, Germany), Mustafa Ghulam (Fine Art Minerals, Pakistan), Rudolf Watzl (Saphira
Minerals, Austria), John, Hermi and Christoph Keilmann (Mineralientage, Munich, Germany); Wolter Mehring and Maurice P.
Destouet" (Pueblo Gem and Mineral Show, Tucson, USA); Regina Aumente, Rose and Martin Zinn (Martin Zinn Expo-
sitions, USA); Irina K. Rakhmanova, Natalia N. Biezinsh, Nina G. Orlova (Stoneworld, Saint-Petersburg, Russia).

Their support helps us to continue our publications.


