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Dear Readers!
This special issue of the Mineralogical Almanac is dedicated to one of the world’s
most important Russian deposits of Ural’s emeralds. In Russian literature, this region
of the Middle Urals, where the emeralds have been found and produced for 180
years, is known as Emerald Mines (on Russian – Izumrudnye Kopi). This happened
due to the geological publications of the 19th century and especially due to funda-
mental works by the Academician Fersman and his followers of the first half of the
20th century. This name will be widely used in this issue. In many museums of the
world are the specimens from the Emerald Mines of the Urals. They can be found
both in the museums and private collections labeled “River Tоkovaya” (or misspel-
led “Takovaya”) or “Malyshevo“ (“Malyshevskii“). The other names are more
local: town of Malysheva is a modern name of the settlement with administration of
the mines; Tokovaya is not the only river which yielded emeralds in the belt of
Emerald mines. 
The history of discovery and mining of the Emerald Mines in the Urals is well stud-
ied and reported in numerous publications. However, only some of them are avail-
able to the collectors. The situation with geological and mineralogical information
on this interesting and unique deposit is not much better. Publishing the issue of the
Mineralogical Almanach, we attempted to fill this gap. Its author Vladimir Ivanovich
Zhernakov is an Associate Professor of the Department of Mineralogy of the Urals
State Mining University. He is a well-known Russian mineralogist, who has been
studing of the Emerald Mines for many years, and he is still actively conducting the
research. This will give an opportunity to learn “from the first hands”. 
To illustrate this issue, we photographed specimens from the museum and private
collections. A great deal of help was provided by the directors and employees of the
museums, as well as by the collectors, our collegues and friends. We are deeply grate-
ful for all of them: 

Fersman Mineralogical Museum, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow – 
Margarita I. Novgorodova (Director), 
Mikhail E. Generalov (Senior Curator), 
Marianna B. Chistyakova (Curator);

Vernadsky State Geological Museum, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow  – 
Mikhail N. Kandinov (Senior Curator), 
Irina P. Andreeva (Senior Scientist);

St-Petersburg State Mining Institute, St-Petersburg – 
Vladimir S. Litvinenko (Rector), 
Zhanna A. Polyarnaya (Director of the Mining Museum), 
Elena E. Popova (Senior Curator of the Mining Museum), 
Elena S. Svirina (Head of the Department of the Mining Museum), 
Natalia N. Devnina (Senior Scientist);



Ural Geological Museum, Ekaterinburg –
Firat M. Nurmukhametov (Director), 
Dmitriy A. Kleymenov (Senior Curator of the Mineralogy Department);

Ural Mineralogical Museum, Ekaterinburg –
Vladimir A. Pelepenko (Director), 
Yulia A. Pelepenko (Vice-Director);

GOKHRAN of Russia (The State Diamond and Jewellery Reserve), Moscow  – 
Vladimir B. Rybkin (General Director ), 
Victor N. Feduyshkin (Vice-General Director),
Alexey N. Bazylev (Head of the Upravlenie)
Alexander L. Nikolaev (Head of the Department),
Raisa N. Kolmakova (Vice-Head of the Department),
Larisa S. Shirokova (Vice-Head of the Department),
Galina M. Zimina (Senior Expert),
Elena V. Shalnova (Senior Expert);

Museum “Kingdom of Crystals”, Munich – 
Rupert Hochleitner (Senior Curator);

Museum of Natural History, Berlin – 
Ralf-Thomas Schmitt (Senior Curator);

Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh – 
Marc Wilson (Head, Section of Minerals), 
Debra Wilson (Collections Assistant);

American Museum of Natural History, New York – 
George Harlow (Curator of Minerals and Gems, Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences), 
Jamie Newman (Scientific Assistant, Minerals and Gems);

Collectors A.V. Nemtsov, Vladimir I. Ermolenko, Peter Lyckberg;

and 
Zoya A. Bessudnova, Warren F. Boyd, Anatoliy V. Kasatkin, Harold and Erica
Van Pelt, Mikhail P. Popov, Nina V. Skorobogatova.

We are most grateful to Dr. Robert Kane for his great help in editing English style.

Our special thanks  are extended to Terry and Marie Huizing, Gregory and Irina
Abramov, Cal Graeber, Jesse Fisher and Joan Kureczka, Brian and Brett
Kosnar, Bryan Lees, Dona and Wayne Leicht, Tony Nikisher, Herb and Monika
Obodda, Eric and Irena Rook, Robert Sielecki, Daniel Trincillo, John and
Claudia Watson. Their support help us to continue our publications. 

We sincerely hope that the readers will enjoy this publication and find it useful.

With best wishes,

Editorial Board
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